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RAPID REPORTS 
eurostat Agriculture 
The pig population in August 1990 
Pig population increasing 
The results of the pig population survey carried out in August 1990 show that the growth which began in 
April of this year is still continuing. The total Community figures indicate even that the rate of growth is 
increasing. 
However, there are several reasons for exercising great caution in interpreting the results. Since Belgium 
and Greece had not sent in their data at the time of drawing up this report, the tables give the 1989 figures 
for these two Member States. 
The results for Portugal are still based on very incomplete replies and should therefore be used with 
circumspection. 
The series for France show no improvement since the April results appeared. Once again, the latest results 
are not comparable with the previous ones. As we have already had occasion to write, this discontinuity is 
due to the ageing of the sample, which has been updated on the basis of the data obtained from the 
agricultural survey at the end of 1988. A back-calculation from the previous data is in preparation, but is 
not yet available. To avoid misleading users, the growth rates for France have been ommitted in the 
tables. 
The most marked increase was recorded in Spain, where the total population now exceeds 17 million head, 
an increase of 4.6 % over the corresponding period in 1989. At 16.5 % of the Community population, the 
Spanish population now occupies second place, behind the Federal Republic of Germany with 21.9%. 
The increase in Spain in the number of piglets of less than 20 kg (+7.3%) and mated sows (+4.1%) 
reveals a structural change in breeding in this Member State. Because of a considerable improvement in 
the health situation, Spain has become an exporter (approximately 50 000 head in 1990). 
In the other major Member States from the point of view of pig-breeding, the population remained stable, 
apart from some slight fluctuations (Germany -0.2%, the Netherlands + 0 . 1 % and the United Kingdom 
+0.6%). Italy remained unchanged. 
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An increase of 3.2% was recorded in Ireland and Portugal, while the population in Denmark decreased by 
1.7%. As this decrease does not apply to the number of sows (which increased slightly), it may be 
concluded that any fluctuations will remain limited. The increase in Portugal is most marked in the 
number of piglets of less than 20 kg (+5.2%). In Ireland, on the other hand, the increase is most marked 
in the pigs for fattening categories. 
At EUR-12 level there is a gradual increase in the number of pigs for fattening. 
There is an almost general increase in the number of breeding sows, which indicates a continuing upward 
trend in production. 
However, the EUR-12 figures show a deceleration in the growth rate for mated sows ( + 1.8%), of which 
sows mated for the first time account for 0.8% compared with April 1990 ( + 3.1% and +3.8% 
respectively). The increase in the number of breeding sows not mated ( + 2.2%) and breeding gilts not yet 
mated (+4.6%), on the other hand, exceeds the upturn recorded in April (+0.6% and +2.4%). 
The increase in the numbers of sows mated for the first time is most marked in the United Kingdom 
(+13.7%), Portugal (+11.5%), Ireland ( + 9.9%) and Spain ( + 8.2%). This last figure confirms the 
structural changes in Spain mentioned above. 
The drop of 23.6% recorded by Italy for this category should be checked. 
Prices which need to be interpreted in detail 
After an increase following the disturbances caused by the outbreak of classical swine fever in Belgium, 
the average Community price for slaughtered pigs has fallen since October to the 1988 level. This drop is 
due to a number of factors, viz. : 
- the removal of restrictions in Belgium. Since the health situation has improved this Member State 
(except for a limited area) is again authorized to export; 
- the surplus of pigmeat on the European market due to the influx - probably temporary - of live pigs 
from the former GDR; 
- the virtual closure of the Japanese market. As stocks of pigmeat in Japan are more than adequate at 
present, and the exchange rate for the yen is unfavourable for European exporters, at present exports to 
this country have plummeted. 
A more detailed examination of the situation shows that the average profit margin for producers is much 
better than the selling prices alone indicate, since the prices of compound feedingstuffs are on average 
11 % below 1988 levels and have never been so low. This means that the pigmeat price/feedingstuffs price 
ratio is still favourable. 
Gross domestic production also continues to increase 
An increase in demand of 0.9% is forecast for the next twelve months. This pan-European trend, 
however, hides a few variations. 
The greatest increases in production are forecast in Ireland (+4.3%), the United Kingdom (+3%), Italy 
(+2.8%), Spain and Greece (both +2.4%). 
An upturn is also expected in Belgium now that the health situation has returned to normal. Following 
massive slaughterings of over 1.1 million pigs (approximately 349 000 on health grounds and 
approximately 765 000 to support the market), supply will only slowly return to normal. 
On the other hand, in other Member States stagnation or even a fall in production is forecast (Germany 
-1.4%, France -1.4% and Denmark -0.4%). 
It should also be noted that in discussing these data the Netherlands has reported improved productivity 
among their sows, while the United Kingdom has recorded a downturn, due partly to putting more young 
sows into production (an increase in the population of breeding sows). 
It is useful to remember that the following forecasts are in number of head. The total quantity of meat is 
based on the average weight of the slaughtered animals. On discussion of these figures several 
Member States pointed out that the average carcass weight is still on the increase. The chart below, 
calculated on the basis of monthly slaughtering figures (tonnes and number of animals) confirms this. 
As the August survey was carried out before the unification of Germany, the population for the territory 
of the former GDR is not included in either the statistics or the forecasts. Total pig population is 
estimated at approximately 12 million head, which is more than 50% of the population of the Federal 
Republic of Germany before unification. If this situation were to continue, which is hardly likely, the 
united Germany would account for one third of the European pig population. 
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PIG POPULATION IN AUGUST 
1000 HEAD 
SCHUEI NEBESTAND IM AUGUST 
1000 STUECK 








86222 105660 5920 
84855 103373 6619 
83299* 102044* 6703 
83913 103479* 6703! 
0.7* 1.4* -! 
















YOUNG PIGS (20-50 KG) 
1987 22346 27638 1551 
1988 21672 26589 1710 
1989 21257* 26092* 1670 
1990 21159 26071* 1670! 
% 90/89 -0.5* -0.1* -! 





















PIGS FOR FATTENING (50-80 KG) 
1987 17879 22050 1205 
1988 17993 22010 1448 
1989 17442* 21637* 1544 
1990 17833 22202* 1544! 
% 90/89 2.2* 2.6* -! 














































































































JUNGSCHWEINE (20-50 KG) 
6046 299 4563 3722 
5808 326 4301 3466 
5634 285 4167 3480* 
5501 285! 4234 3461! 
-2.4 -! 1.6 -* 
MASTSCHUEINE (>50 KG) 
8674 270 5443 
8298 260 5302 
7907 322 5615 
8006 322! 5895 
1.3 -! 5.0 


















































































































































PORCELETS (<20 KG) 
5019 798 2203 
5086 741 2243 
5042 730 2081 
5077 768* 2103 
0.7 5.2* 1.1 





















































































* DATA PROVISIONAL OR ESTIMATED -: UNAVAILABLE * DONNEE PROVISOIRE OU ESTIMEE DONNEE NON DISPONIBLE 
!) Diese Ergebnisse dürfen nicht mit den vorhergehenden Erhebungen verglichen werden. 
!) These results should not be compared with the previous surveys. 
!) Ces résultats ne doivent pas être comparés aux enquêtes précédentes. 
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* DATA PROVISIONAL OR ESTIMATED 
VORLAUFIGE ODER GESCHÄTZTE ANGABE -: UNVERFUEGBAR 
UNAVAILABLE * DONNEE PROVISOIRE OU ESTIMEE DONNEE NON DISPONIBLE 
!) Diese Ergebnisse dürfen nicht mit den vorhergehenden Erhebungen verglichen werden. 
!) These results should not be compared with the previous surveys. 
!) Ces résultats ne doivent pas être comparés aux enquêtes précédentes. 
GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION OF PIGS 
1000 HEAD 
BRUTTOEIGENERZEUGUNG VON SCHWEINEN 
19 .10 .1990 [10 ] 
1000 STUECK 
PRODUCTION INDIGENE BRUTE DE PORCS 
1000 TETES 
I I I I 
|EUR 10 | EUR 12 | Β DK 
I I I I I 
I I 
GR E | F | IRL | I | 
I I i 





























































































































































































- 2 . 9 * 













































- 1 . 0 * 




















4 0 5 * 
-0 .6 















- 2 . 3 * 









3 6 7 * 












































- 0 . 2 * 





































































- 2 . 9 * 









































GESCHÄTZTE ANGABE - : UNVERFUEGBAR 












































































































- 1 . 8 * 
NON DIS 
2490 
2443 
2564* 
-1 .9 
5.0* 
;PONIBLE 


